PRINCESS MARY BEATRICE D'ESTE
Earl, and fixt upon his Phancy that he had found his Mistress,   1673 and the Fortune of England.
u An ill picture he saw of Mademoiselle de Rais [sic] but being at such a distance1 (100 miles) as he could not know herself, or have any perfect relation of her circumstances, he sought no further encouragement in that matter."
His whole thoughts were turned upon the young Princess of Modena, with whose character that he might be the better acquainted, by the means of the same Mr. Conn, he got a meeting " such as might seem accidental with the Abbe Ricchini [Rizzini], a man that was employed at Paris in negotiating the interests of the House of Este." Rizzini attributes many excellencies to Mary of Modena, "yet he endeavoured to make them useless to us, by saying the Dutchess her Mother's but more strongly her own Inclinations did design her to a Religious life, and that she did seem resolv'd not to Marry.
"This Affirmation was an extream blow to the hopes and desires of the Earl of Peterborough, and of which he was forced to give an account, together with the esteem and great value he had for the Character, that from all hands he had received of this young Princess."
The Princess Mary Ann of Wiirtemberg, whose father had lately been slain in the war, was living in a monastery of ladies in Paris, in company of several others of great quality, and Lord Peterborough is introduced to a sight of her by Father Gilbert Talbot, an acquaintance of her confessor. She receives him at the grate of a parlour, and he describes her as of " Middle stature, fair complexion, with brown Hair, the figure of her Face turned very agreeably, her Eyes Gray, her Looks Grave, but sweet, and in her Person, she had the motions of a Woman of Quality, and well-bred ; But above all, she had the appearance of a Maid in the ripeness of her Youth, of a Sanguine and Healthful Constitution, fit to bring Strong Children, and such as might be like to live and prosper.
1 Words  in ordinary brackets (   ) are in the original  documents, those in square brackets [   ] are the writer's to elucidate the text.genuity and Goodness as it surprised the
